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| No influence on Iim Kashkashian is
| ereater than her folk memory of Armenia
, ]

o

crmopatry |

e of s wha line the

viols are living in

LENY there's I
vnlnnl\ to thrill us, 'u:x has }uxn
Kashkaxhzin, one of tle mast
dnunctive veors on the stringy
phying scene, Her own bears
the Amserican =vene of het
upbrnwing, bat the voice she
projeets thraesh hee 1617 Amarn
1% 2 Jicde IlM)fl‘.l‘IﬂlII“l.;l\'ll
Kashka<hian's raca) roots are
e o vees in her name, her
darkish haar and fine bone
sractare and in the books lying
on a coffee table in her Nerlin
apartment: one 15 3 codlecton
e pocecs, Araeuda, A

other 15 an anthwale
nnenian folk

This great virmoesn's
membe rﬁl'.)pnl ¥ 134
-wr'.rc-uxul Armenin daspoca s
ot ondy basic to ber bamy, it 2kso
has a deep, ve ry direct comnection
1o ber lavest reconds ng for the
FOM New Series l\’nl of warks
with orchestra ll-

be Hunganans
BBelz Barrdk, Perer Fiotvs and

G -j.'--vg" }\uﬂ' . Je links her

h 2 unsquee empay hy 1o
Bareok, dving in poverty and esile
in New York while strugeling ro
h m sh his Viola Concerv and 10
s, wha has fived the Life of 2
‘-!“‘)!‘(\‘J "\unl\l;l" S
Hungary in 1966 . his
!I'l""".

Cav ’lll'
T
10 the wles of \quu Tuere

We ralk alout the snportance
of folklore and folk musc to an
Armenian o Husparnan. “What
happens ta the feet and ssomach
15 9% nnportant as the hands,” she
rsturing across the mble.
“Fhere are muee diaspora
Armenians than there are in
'\!llx‘“ill Hll(l : II"n"" 3:1:1 “'l!ll mt
excepion diaspors Armeni
vonnected o an klea of “the old
country”, | bave sural memories
of my father and his aster
singing, which tie me to Armenz
Simging seems 10 canmye narureally
10 Armenians - I don’t know any
who can’t sing.' Kashkashian's
grandparents an hoth sides
cmigrated ro America after the
Farst World War amd spent the
rest of their hives i 3 bind of
time-warp, not speaking Englich
anel interacting only with other
Armenmns, Her father, Andavast
Dikran Kashlkashian, was born in
‘the ald counrry’, toa, and ber
mother Elimas was bom only a
yesr after ber parents emigrared.

K Kaslilashian thinks ‘this
sense of lun[' nge, of ll\'llIL L

lvw'\.r. the distance between yau
and z vapished lond” links her 1o
wa other compasers with whom
she has worked for EFCM, 1
( :l‘("\:::i;(n ( ;E\'J KJIN Ell'li J!lll |'—'ll'
Creek Eleni Karsindrow, “When
she played me some original
folklore | could have imagned it
was Armenian. | am also working
with the modern Armenian
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2/2 composer Tigran Mansinan, He ennugh of the bay phease, he
" ng me to ook into music will mtervene,”
by Kamaras, who transeribed “There is a connecnon between
folksongs.” Her thumbnail skerch Kim'"s irest ECM dise and the
of Komitas (1869-1935), s of 2 tine we fimt met, dunng the
momk whao did so much for inaugural Lsond Tertis Viok
Armenian music bar whose hife Compennon va the Jsde of Man
ended in persecution by the 20 years ago. Her saemi-final
Tarks and mental breakdawn. recital was one of the best
‘We'll defmizely do a revcond performances of anvthing hy
whicls has o contemporsry anvone 1 had hearsd, Thine of us
Armenian thruse ro i, hug we'll tucky enough to be present seeled
alsa look 10 the possibility of out into the aftcrnoon sunshne
doing a CD of ariginal material. if we had been pole-axed. But she
Mansuryan plans a viola concerto, could nor play ke thar twice and
as well as 2 doo for Robym and m the final Jost out 10 2 younger
me." Robyn Schulkows<ky is American, Paul Neubaver - wha
swintillating percussienist who in recent vears has helped to
appears with Kim on an FOM prepare a pew edition of Bareid's
dise conpling peeces for viola and Viola Concerto,
percussion by Paul Chibara and For hey recording,
Lincs Bowchard with the Kashkashian, working with Perer
Shostakovich Sonara. Edirvas in his capacicy of
By now, readers unfamiliac vanductor of the crack
with ECAM's New Series will have Netherdands Radso €O, has stack
gathered that it is an unusal with Serdy’s editiom, “\We Jookad
ouzfir. In face, o i dedicared 1o carcfully at the nanuscripr and
the unusnal. Kashkashian's oun PPeter corvected some
FOM Jisee praphy takes in manamental errors. e did not
Schmrike, ?mv.km'lzi. Brizten, refer to the new ediwon, | looked
Kancheli, Karaindrow, Kury at ic and acveprod s verson of 3
and Hindemith. The onl few places whach were eryaal
midklle-af-the-road dise 15 ane of clear in the manuscripr. But we
Braburs somatas with her regalar mainly stuck 1o Serdy because as a
peano partner, Roberr Levin, whole picture it made more sense
Even her Bach sonatas have 2n 10 us. I think 1t's great that both
offbeat aspect - the barpsichond is versions are mathble and dhat
played Dy the jarxz pranst Keath we have a choice,' A
Jarrerr. ECM discs are senuine RErein them RKuscwian
vaamples of Wagner's ideal of and Fdtvds have come up with 2
Gowmtlanyt, with distincive vital and convincing perlormanee
artwark, photography, notes of the Bariok. The interpeerations
and ensincering. af I-.mv::s s owrs Replica arwl
Kashkashian ¢ the first to sive Kurtig's Mecrwear - the firss
credit to the labePs foveder, scgment of an carly work but the
g anly part be now wishes to
preserve — sounxd cqbu:ny
" { Her semi-final authentic. Kim has hacl a close
\:a \3 pmlc»i;_unl wlalnn:_‘:ip ;z:h :
- Kurtip for yeass and has (
perbme all hisgchnmber music for vizl‘;.
was one of the best g storkioy wes [EXculls ek
g ' newer ;:xple‘rimc!- Sh¢|is full of .
am( B prares lor b structural serrse 3
thlngs of lm exceprional ear for sonurity -
us had heard which is demonstrated by the
n:unlings.]‘]ll ;_narltcn that he isa
Manfred Escher, 2 former jazz Sy, L. S SN T,
amd classical bass player wl’:t&a lm:mbc with the r!uucal speech.
persoeal charge of cvery FCM This aulumn_k:shlmslm will
roject. '] feed quire gratefal o he return 10 America ta teach at the
hooked into this process,” she New England Conservazory, but
sas, ‘where yeus can have an will keep ane foot i the okl
influence on the caver, the tex - wirld, *in my personal kfe, 1've
and where the Jeader of the sacrificed a lot o live in Furope -
company is an artist, I he swees the away from friends and f"'”'."':" =
mikes and you stast playing, he but mussically it's more flexible.
just Jooks ~ I've seen him blow ea And she has many ties in Eurape,
the calbiles = and 3t 2 different inchoding her viala dwo wich the
sound, He's al ¢ able 1o sense Paris-based .q('_i$ Vif!w_a Garth
the armasphbere during a Knox, and 3 string tio with
recarding snd not et g 100 i s iyl
narrow. [f he thinks the e ’ -
Ar¢ gesting m a rat or d‘olcﬂm ECM. We must hope dwy will
engincer i thinking too much ',"dmk mare of ber stock of some
of the missing notes and not 20 coneertos, \.r\mo said the viala
hag no repertoire? Tully Potter
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